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TALK OF THE DEVIL

B IAN FLEMING

Backstage

ALISTAIR WOOD My Family and Other Spies (384pp) £22
Part le Carré, part Ealing comedy: a son endeavours to uncover the truth about his father
JOANNE PAUL Thomas More: A Life (624pp) £30
An intellectual, political giant of the Renaissance or an intransigent zealot? Discuss

EDWARD WHITE Dianaworld (400pp) £25
The myth & reality of a woman created & destroyed by fame: Diana, Princess of Wales

IAN FLEMING Talk of the Devil (320pp) £25
A collection of his journalism, correspondence & early works of fiction (BBF)

RON CHERNOW Mark Twain (1200pp) £40
Parades the many lives of the successful novelist, failed inventor & disastrous investor
NICHOLAS ST AUBYN Saints and Sinners (288pp) £25

How a notable Cornish family, based at St Michael’s Mount, survived & thrived

THOMAS HARDING The Einstein Vendetta (384pp) £22
Who ordered the murder of Einstein’s extended family in 1944?

KATHRYN SUTHERLAND Jane Austen in 41 Objects (224pp) £25
From objects that she cherished in life to those created in her honour centuries later

IAIN PEARS Parallel Lives (288pp) £18.99

Francis Haskell & Larissa Salmina: two art historians whose love bridged the Iron Curtain

FRANCES WILSON Electric Spark: the Enigma of Muriel Spark (432pp) £25

A life, mirrored in her art as a novelist, full of madness, murder & skullduggery



KADIATU KANNEH-MASON To Be Young, Gifted and Black (240pp) £16.99

Confronts issues of racism & of ‘not belonging’ to the musical establishment head-on

ROBERT WAINWRIGHT The Fall of the House of Montagu (352pp) £22
How the Dukes of Manchester lost a fortune & descended into bankruptcy & bigamy

NICOLA MOORBY Turner and Constable (352pp) £25

Not just rivals, but travellers along the same road, bringing landscape art to prominence

JAKE TAPPER Original Sin (352pp) £25

The truth behind President Joe Biden’s disastrous decision to run against Trump in 2024

CATHERINE COLDSTREAM Bill Coldstream Remembered (156pp) June £30
Essays on the life of the Euston Road School founder, contemporary of Britten & Auden

OLIA HERCULES Strong Roots (288pp) June £20

An ode to Ukraine: the lives of four generations of one family through wars & peace

DONNA LEON Backstage (224pp) July £12.99

Reveals the inspiration & research behind her novels: from Ruth Rendall to the Rialto

MICHAEL HAAG Larry: A New Biography of Lawrence Durrell (496pp) July £25
From India & Burma to Corfu & Alexandria, the lands that formed the young writer

VALERIE ELIOT ED The Letters of T S Eliot Vol 10 (1136pp) July £60
1942-1944: the completion of the ‘Four Quartets’ & the fight for cultural values of Europe

SCOTT ANDERSON King of Kings (480pp) August £25
Lauded by the Western World as a valuable ally, how the last Shah of Iran failed his people
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GORDON CORERA The Spy in the Archive (336pp) £25
Extraordinary tale of the librarian spy, rejected by the CIA: Vasili Mitrokhin (BBF)

HELEN CARR Sceptred Isle (384pp) £25
Turmoil & change: lives of the Plantagenet Kings & their subjects in the 14th century

ALLAN MALLINSON On Afghanistan Plains (152pp) £25
2002-14: on tour with the Light Dragoons in Halmand Province



MAX HASTINGS Sword (400pp) £25
June 1944: the triumph & tragedy of D-Day & the men who fought the great fight

TESSA DUNLOP Lest We Forget (400pp) £22
Freedom is not free. How the British have commemorated war & peace over 2,000 years

MICHAEL LEWIS ET AL Who Is Government (272pp) £25

Essays on the exemplary public servants who guard & guide our lives, reaping little praise

PETER GILLMAN Murder in Cairo (464pp) £20

1977: who was responsible for the murder of David Holden, the Sunday Times journalist?

SNEZANA LAWRENCE A Little History of Mathematics (304pp) £16.99
From the Babylonians to the Bletchley codebreakers, the global history of numbers

MARCUS DU SAUTOY Blueprints (304pp) £22

How mathematical structures underlie artistic endeavours from Messiaen to Shakespeare

JOHN MAN Conquering the North (384pp) £25
The uneasy rivalry between China & Mongolia through the centuries to the present

TOM CHESSHYRE Slow Trains Around Britain (320pp) £20
A celebration of the country & its tracks which started the world’s railway revolution

TIM WIGMORE Test Cricket: A History (592pp) £30

148 years of Test cricket, the politics, the economics & its stars analysed & celebrated

MARK URBAN Tank (352pp) £25
The beast both of destruction & liberation from WWT to Ukraine, but what of its future?

PAUL COULTER 10 Mistakes That Changed History (320pp) £20

How great leaders can make lousy decisions. Based on his hit Edinburgh Fringe show

SAM DALRYMPLE Shattered Lands (528pp) £25

How an enormous swathe of Asia — known as the Raj — was swept away in just fifty years

RUPERT COLLENS Winston Churchill’s Racehorses (192pp) June £20
A personal passion which endured & at which his horses excelled

JONATHAN HEALEY The Blood in Winter (432pp) June £25
4th January 1642: the pivotal point in the struggle between King Charles I & Parliament

JUSTIN MAROZZI Captives and Companions (560pp) July £35
Oft-overlooked slave trade in the Islamic world spanning 1,300 years & several empires

LYNNE OLSON The Sisterhood of Ravensbriick (384pp) July £22

How four women triumphed over Nazi tyranny & sought to bring good out of evil

ANDREW MARTIN To the Sea by Train (304pp) July £18.99
Explores the golden age of train travel - to Brighton & Scarborough & back again

EVE MACDONALD Carthage (368pp) August £22
History of the legendary North African kingdom, dominant until felled by Rome



FOOD, GARDENING & NATURAL HISTORY
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ADAM NICOLSON Bird School (448pp) £22
From a bird hide in a forgotten Sussex field, how to co-habit with our native birds (BBF)

NATALIA RUDIN Cooking Fast and Slow (256pp) £25
Over 100 recipes which are low on effort, big on flavour & are (broadly) vegetarian

FELICITY CLOAKE Peach Street to Lobster Lane (400pp) £16.99

Sampling the surprisingly varied fare of American cuisine as she cycles from coast to coast

DAMIAN LE BAS The Drowned Places (288pp) £20

The exhilaration of diving, bringing with it the discovery of ruins manmade & natural

PATRICK GALBRAITH Uncommon Ground (368pp) £22
Thoughtful examination of the ‘Right to Roam’ movement vs the protection of wildlife

JESSE JENKINS Cooking with Vegetables (272pp) £28

This is not a vegetarian cookbook, its aim is to put vegetables to the fore. Bacon is extra!

LIZPOTTER The Flower Thesaurus (288pp) £26
Find the right flower for the right place at the right time, whatever size your space

PAUL WOOD Tree Hunting (520pp) £30
A whistle-stop tour of Britain’s most fantastical urban trees. With maps & travel tips

HUGH MANGUM Barbecue (432pp) £34.95

From Spanish coal-roasted vegetables to Icelandic smoked cheesecake, a BBQ bible

YASMIN KHAN Sabzi (248pp) July £26
Vegetarian & vegan recipes picked from the Mediterranean, Middle East & South Asia

CHRIS NEWENS Moveable Feasts (368pp) July £18.99

The food culture of Paris’ twenty arrondissements with a dish that epitomises each

IXTA BELFRAGE Fusdo (288pp) August £28
The scion of Ottolenghi brings a fresh eye to the culinary delights of Brazilian cuisine

HARRIET RIX The Genius of Trees (320pp) August £25

How trees manipulate environments, animals, fungi & even mankind for their own ends

JUSTIN TSANG Long Day? Cook This (240pp) August £26
AKA Justin the Dustbin combines the flavours of Korea, Hong Kong, Japan & China



FICTION & CRIME FICTION

JOANNE

NUSSAIBAH YOUNIS Fundamentally (336pp) £16.99
Nadia quits the UK for Irag, joining a UN team, rehabilitating ISIS women. Debut (BBF)
NATASHA SOLOMONS Cleopatra (352pp) £16.99
From a clever child in a court of vipers to a seasoned politician using Caesar to survive

TERESA PRAAUER Cooking in the Wrong Century (176pp) £14.99
A hostess prepares a carefully curated feast, but her plans go awry

JOANNE HARRIS Vianne (416pp) £22
Six years before the events in ‘Chocolat, Vianne discovers her talent for food (BBF)

EDWARD ST AUBYN Parallel Lines (272pp) £20
Follows the ebb & flow of lives that tenuously connect & part as choices are made

JESSICA STANLEY Consider Yourself Kissed (352pp) £16.99
Can love survive domesticity, politics & babies? A humorous cautionary tale for our times
FLORENCE KNAPP The Names (352pp) £16.99
A mother registers her baby, but which name will she choose? Each has its risks, a destiny

NEIL BLACKMORE Objects of Desire (368pp) £18.99
Hugo Hunter is a bestselling novelist, a fraud & a thief. How far will he go for success?

CLAIRE LYNCH A Family Matter (224pp) £16.99
A marriage falls apart, a child becomes collateral damage with decades-long consequences

PAUL VIDICH The Poet’s Game (320pp) £18.99
Ex-CIA operative Alex Matthews begrudgingly accepts one ‘final’ job. First in series

ISABEL ALLENDE My Name Is Emilia del Valle (304pp) £18.99

The unacknowledged daughter of a Chilean aristocrat returns to Chile to discover herself

AJPEARCE Dear Miss Lake (336pp) July £16.99
Emmy faces her greatest personal challenge as the war grinds on into 1944

LAURA SHEPHERD-ROBINSON The Art of a Lie (320pp) July £18.99

London 1749: a murdered husband, a business needing salvation. Can Hannah cope?

MICHIKO AOYAMA The Healing Hippo of Hinode Park (240pp)  August £14.99
From the author of ‘What you are looking for is in the library’ an uplifting tale of healing



HOLIDAY READING - FICTION IN PAPERBACK
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JOHN BANVILLE The Drowned (352pp) £9.99 pbk
A wife disappears, presumed drowned. Is it that simple? Strafford & Quirke investigate

JULIET HEBDEN Pel and the Perfect Partner (304pp) £9.99 pbk
Chief Inspector Pel of the Brigade Criminelle in Burgundy has his work cut out

HEIDI AMSINCK Out of the Dark (362pp) £10.99 pbk
DI Henrik Jungersen & his estranged girlfriend, Jensen, search for a missing nine-year-old
MARGERY ALLINGHAM ET AL. Murder at the Beach (224pp) £9.99 pbk
An anthology of crime stories with a summer twist

YAEL VAN DER WOUDEN The Safekeep (272pp) £9.99 pbk
Eva lives a life of order & discipline, but an uninvited guest destroys her calm & certainty

CECILE DESPRAIRIES The Propagandist (208pp) £14.99 pbk
A family refuses to repent of their war time collaboration. A semi-autobiographical novel

SALLY CARSON Crooked Cross (380pp) £17 pbk
Published in 1934, a prescient, cautionary tale of pre-war Germany, sorrow at its core

WILLIAM BOYD Gabriel’s Moon (272pp) £9.99 pbk
Haunted by a childhood event, Gabriel becomes an unwitting cog in MI6’s machine (BBF)
MIRANDA JULY All Fours (400pp) £9.99 pbk
A plan to cross the US by car faulters at the first hurdle with extraordinary consequences
ELIZABETH JENKINS The Tortoise and the Hare (288pp) £9.99 pbk
Is Imogen Gresham powerless as her frumpy neighbour sets her sights on her husband?

MOLLIE PANTER-DOWNES One Fine Day (208pp) £9.99 pbk
A snapshot of post-war England as a couple & their child adjust to peace & being together

SAM TAYLOR The Two Loves of Sophie Strom (400pp) £9.99 pbk

Vienna 1933. A boy escapes a burning house. Twice. Which parallel universe is better?

JENNIFER DAWSON The Ha-Ha (176pp) July £9.99 pbk
Semi-autobiographical novel about mental breakdown & treatment in the ’60s. A classic

SEICHO MATSUMOTO A Quiet Place (240pp) August £9.99 pbk
When his wife dies of a heart attack, Eiko isn't surprised. But did she lead a double life?



HOLIDAY READING - NON-FICTION IN PAPERBACK
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ALEX EDMANS May Contain Lies (336pp) £10.99 pbk
How to navigate the minefields of misinformation to take clear-eyed decisions (BBF)
CONORNILAND The Racket (320pp) £10.99 pbk

The story of the 99% of tennis pros who never make it — by an insider & unseeded player

GARETH HARNEY Moneta: Ancient Rome in Twelve Coins (384pp)  £10.99 pbk

Twelve coins bring an immediacy to twelve tales of Ancient Rome & its rulers

MICK CONEFREY Fallen (352pp) £10.99 pbk
Driven & flawed, the paradox of Mallory, the man, & his failed attempt on Everest

SOPHIE SHORLAND Queen Catherine’s Court (352pp) £12.99 pbk
Reappraisal of the life & influence of Catherine of Braganza, wife & consort of Charles II
ELEANOR BARRACLOUGH Embers of the Hands (384pp) £11.99 pbk
Surviving ephemera from the Viking age sheds light on their domestic lives & concerns

GABRIEL GATEHOUSE The Coming Storm (384pp) £12.99 pbk
Examines the stresses & strains underlying American politics & what could happen next

MISHAL HUSAIN Broken Threads (320pp) £10.99 pbk
A granddaughter seeks to unravel the cost of Partition on her family (BBF)

JAMES HOLLAND Cassino 44 (784pp) £10.99 pbk
Grim months of the Italian campaign when the goal of Rome seemed a distant prospect

CHLOE DALTON Raising Hare (336pp) £10.99 pbk
The developing bond between an abandoned leveret & its ill-equipped human saviour

CAROLYN BOYD Amuse Bouche (368pp) £10.99 pbk

A glorious mix of history, travel, anecdote & recipes celebrating French cuisine

YUAN YANG Private Revolutions (320pp) £10.99 pbk
Four women shaping their lives in an unequal China. By Britain’s first Chinese-born MP

ALICE HUNT Republic (512pp) £12.99 pbk
1649-60 Britain’s republican experiment. What it was like, why it failed & what it achieved

JOSEPH HONE The Book Forger (336pp) August £10.99 pbk
London 1932: the unmasking of Thomas James Wise, bibliophile, literary forger & thief



CHILDREN’S SUMMER LIST 2025
0-4 YEARS OLD
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YUVAL ZOMMER Little Bee’s Book of Blooms (24pp) £7.99 Board Book
Join Little Bee as she discovers the colourful world of flowers - from tulips & water lilies to the
snapping Venus flytrap

MALGORZATA DETNER Crocodile, Crocodile (12pp) July £9.99 Board Book
Discover crocodile’s swishy tale & beady eyes in this interactive pop-up book. Other titles in the
series: Tiger, Tiger, Monkey, Monkey & Elephant, Elephant

ALISON GREEN Welcome (32pp) £12.99
A simple book celebrating inclusion & togetherness. A donation from every copy sold goes to Three
Peas, a charity supporting refugees. Illustrated by Axel Scheffler

SEAN TAYLOR Five Litle Friends (64pp) July £14.99
Thirty-four poems to act out, whether you are pretending to be a stomping elephant or an explod-
ing firework - or gently falling snow

ATINUKE M Is for Mango (32pp) £12.99
M is for Mo. M is for mango! But the mangoes are in the tree with the monkeys. The perfect intro-
duction to ‘m’ words for young children

QUENTIN BLAKE Liliana the Strong (32pp) £12.99
Liliana is not feeling at all well. Can her parents raise her spirits by reminding her of her superhu-
man strength helping others? Illustrated by Emma Chichester-Clark

EKATERINA TRUKHAN National Trust: When Summer Comes (32pp) £9.99
Feel all the joy of summer as one little girl discovers butterflies, flowers, frogs, watering the garden
&, of course, delicious picnics

ROB BIDDULPH Draw With Rob: Fantastic Food (64pp) £7.99 pbk
From cupcakes to pizza, fresh fruit to ice-cream, take inspiration from delicious treats & plunge
into activities that range from puzzles to spot the difference to drawing

NEIL SHARPSON Don’t Trust Fish! (40pp) £7.99 pbk
A humorous look at the world of fish, from their incomprehensible wish to live underwater to their
propensity to live in schools. What are they learning about in these ‘schools’?!
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MICHAEL SHEEN A Home for Spark the Dragon (32pp) £12.99
When a storm destroys Spark’s home, he tries to find somewhere else to live. But nothing feels quite
right until his friends lend a hand

PETER BROWN The Wild Robot on the Island (48pp) June £12.99
Roz the robot wasn't designed to live in the wilderness. When she washes up on an island, will she
be able to adapt to the natural surroundings & feel at home?

POLLY DUNBAR Put Your Shoes On (40pp) £12.99
Mum is desperate for Josh to put his shoes on - they have a party to go to. But in Josh’s imaginary
world he IS putting on his shoes amongst some wild & wonderful animals

CHANTE TIMOTHY Supa Nova (160pp) £8.99 pbk
Supa Nova is a scientific genius. She has invented a plastic-eating monster to solve the world’s
pollution problem. But can she prevent it going on a rampage through the city?

CAT WELDON Amelia Cheeseheart Investigates (128pp) £7.99 pbk
Rare objects are being stolen from the museum’s Ancient Egyptian Room. It is time for Amelia
Cheeseheart to investigate. Comic strip novel

HARRIET MUNCASTER Isadora Moon Bumper Activity Book (128pp) £9.99 pbk
With puzzles, colouring in & much more, join Isadora Moon & her friends & get crafting with over
a hundred activities

DAVID WALLIAMS World’s Worst Superheroes (336pp) £14.99
Ten thrilling adventures, featuring the bravest, strongest & silliest superheroes the world has ever
seen, including Thunderhound & Wonderqueen (oh dear!)

IONA RANGELEY Cecily Sawyer: How to Be a Spy (240pp) £7.99 pbk
Cecily has always wanted to be a spy. So, when her parents disappear, Cecily is more than ready to
investigate with her super intelligent pet mouse assistant Mrs Maple Syrup

CRESSIDA COWELL How to Train Your Dragon School (256pp) £7.99 pbk
Join Hiccup & friends at the Isle of Berk’s Training School for Vikings & Dragons where they learn
about the Art of Battle & come bottom in just about everything

KATYA BALEN Ghostlines (288pp) £7.99 pbk
When Albie arrives on the island of Ayrie, he is befriended by a local girl, Tilda. But he wants to be
left alone. Will a trip to a haunted island pique his interest?
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FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE The Blockbusters (256pp) £12.99
Rafa can’t believe his luck when a case of mistaken identity lands him a role in a Hollywood movie,
but his joy is tempered by his worry for his missing brother

JASBINDER BILAN Naeli and the Secret Song (272pp) £7.99 pbk
1890s Hyderabad. Upon the death of her mother, Naeli embarks on a journey to find her absent
father in England, armed only with his name & her violin

JENNY PEARSON Shrapnel Boys (384pp) £7.99 pbk
Ronnie, Lugs & Micky are the scavenging Shrapnel Boys in war-torn London, but Micky is under
the spell of his mum’s new boyfriend - a really bad 'un. Can the others save him?

KATIE KIRBY Lottie Brooks vs The Ultra Mean Girls (400pp) £14.99
Can Lottie lure best friend Amber back from the Ultra Mean Girls at school before their old friend-
ship group is utterly destroyed? Eighth outing for Lottie Brooks

ONJALI Q RAUF The Game I Will Never Forget (336pp) August £7.99 pbk
Zak is not happy when grandma Nani comes to stay. But Nani is a chess whiz & mutual respect
grows — until she begins to forget things like where she is or who she is....

ELNORRY Runaways (304pp) July £7.99 pbk
When they meet at Waterloo station Jamie & July know they have one thing in common: they want
to escape difficulties at home. But is running away the solution?

STRUAN MURRAY Dragonborn (352pp) £14.99
Stricken by her father’s death & her mother’s over-protective nature Alex feels angry & trapped. But
her anger reveals a secret: she is both human & dragon. First in series

ROSS MACKENZIE The Uninvited (368pp) July £7.99 pbk
When the Faerie folk flee their war-torn world, they are locked in a refugee camp. Faerie Samm &
human boy Ally must use their wits to end the war & defeat evil

JESSICA TOWNSEND Silverborn (592pp) £14.99
In the magical city of Nevermoor, long-buried secrets are coming to light, & Morrigan Crow’s life is
about to turn upside down, with a murder! Fourth in series

JANICE HALLETT A Box Full of Murders (464pp) £7.99 pbk
Ava & Luke discover a mysterious box of papers in their attic. YOU know the facts. YOU have all
the clues. Can you solve the mystery before they do?!
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GERALDINE MCAUGHREAN Under a Fire-Red Sky (288pp) £8.99 pbk
Four children, on their way out of London to escape the war, form an unlikely alliance as they
decide to return & take their chances. A vivid picture of resilience & bravery

CLEMENTINE BEAUVAIS Piglettes (288pp) July £8.99 pbk
Mireille, Astrid & Hakima may have been voted the three ugliest girls in school, but are they going
to take the online insult lying down? Nope! They’re on a road trip to Paris....

ELLE MCNICOLL Wish You Were Her (352pp) £8.99 pbk
When 18-year-old Allegra escapes to small town Lake Pristine from her pressured life as an actress,
she finds release in a flirtatious email correspondence. But who is her penfriend?

SOPHIE CAMERON A Flash of Neon (240pp) £8.99 pbk
Laurie’s world centres round the books she’s read & the tales she tells of imaginary friends & situa-
tions. Can she cope when her imaginary boyfriend steps into her real life?

MARISA LINTON The Binding Spell (464pp) £8.99 pbk
When Morgan’s archaeologist father starts working at a new burial site, strange supernatural forces
are unleashed. Can she protect her family from them? (13+)

EMILY J TAYLOR The Otherwhere Post (416pp) £16.99
Is Maeve’s father innocent of the crimes that have forced her to live under assumed names? With
Tristan & Nan by her side she is determined to find out

CAROLINE O’DONOGHUE Skipshock (400pp) £16.99
Margo is on a train to a new boarding school when she slips into an alien dimension. Will she
return to her old life or stay to set things right in this scarred world? (14+)

LAUREN WILSON The Goldens (384pp) July £8.99 pbk
Writer Chloe is swept into the glitzy orbit of an influencer, Clara. During one wild party, a girl goes
missing, making Chloe question this toxic world of influencer & influenced (14+)

OMAR SHARIF Breakthrough: From the Streets to Success (288pp) £9.99 pbk
The former gang member & ‘Pride of Britain’ award winner, shares his life-changing decisions & six
ingredients for success in life (non-fiction)

CAROLINE HIRONS Teen Skin Care (272pp) £16.99
Forget the endless TikTok posts, this is the ultimate myth-busting guide to feeling good in your
own skin. Includes advice on nutrition & which products to use (14+)



REIMAGINED CLASSICS

MICHAEL ROSEN Snow White and the Seven Bears (32pp) £7.99 pbk
Snow White has lost her teddy bear. Taking the magic talking mirror from the wall, she sets off into
the forest to find him with all the bears in tow

BETHAN WOOLLVIN Robin Hood (32pp) £7.99 pbk
The evil Sheriff is stealing something from everyone in the land. Can Robin protect her people from
his thieving ways?

ANNA JAMES Alice With a Why (256pp) £12.99
When Alyce -with a Y- receives an invitation to a tea party, she discovers the Wonderland her
grandmother knew. But this Wonderland is in trouble ...

BRYONY PEARCE Aphrodite (372pp) £8.99 pbk
When Aphrodite arrives on Mount Olympus, it is not long before she discovers that her beauty is
both a curse & a weapon. It is up to her to decide which dominates (14+)

BEA FITZGERALD A Beautiful Evil (448pp) August £14.99
When Pandora is spurned by her new husband, Epimatheos, can she find another outlet for her
undoubted gifts? A re-imaging of the Pandora myth
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